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Powers, Richard Coward-McCann 
DOUBLE DECKER $2.00 


*In any child's language beds are pretty agile objects and kids who sleep in 
bunks at home will love this chronicle of double-dexterity. Joan and Jackie wake up 
one morning in their doubledecker and decide to turn it into a theatre. First thing, 
they are well into a wild west show and the beds have become a stagecoach. Then it's 
@ pirate ship. Then it's a space ship flying to the moon. Rousting rousing adventure 
here, and even instructions at the end of the book on how to make your own doubledecker. 
And there are vigorous pink and black drawings by the author which really send that 
rolling, sea going, set of beds zooming out of this world. Cloth. (10/3) 


Garth, William Simon & Schuster 
BABY ANIMALS $1.00 


*A fascinating little book about the young of the species- lions and tigers 
and camels from Africa, chipmunks from North America, stock material in fresh handling 
with wonderful pictures by the author, and a line or two of text about characteristic 
activity. There sits a pot bellied orang-utan holding a leaf umbrella over his head; 
there lies a baby opossum playing dead with its toes curled up in the air; there nests 
& wide-eyed, squat baby owl wondering whoooo? Mr. Garth's softly colored pictures are 
well detailed and they reveal many of those amusing baby animal expressions. Thin card- 
board pages and an attractive binding- shiny paper over board, make this one for the 
Christmas gift shelf too. (Publ.) 

BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Ayer, Margaret Abelard 
THE WISH THAT WENT WILD $2 .00 


There's fancy for the “wish-I-had-a-wish" stage, in a funny story about young 
David and his experiences in just how inconvenient wishes can often be. For picking up 
an old soda vender's hat, David is given a magic bottle which will grant him & wish a 
day. Wext morning David sees it's raining outside and wishes he could play seas and 
islands indoors. Immediately there are pools of water in the house and all day David, 
his mother, father, spaniel Punch and Norah the cook, must maneuver against the activi- 
ties of the wetness. Another awkward situation arises when David wishes Punch were his 
brother and for a day the dog is treated with all the deference due David. We haven't 
seen the author's illustrations yet but we hope they carry out the humor. (10/7) 


Wilson, Charles N. Caxton 
BUTTERSCOTCH AND THE HAPPY BARNYARD $2.50 


Pleasantly rambling barnyard adventures and misadventures, but they may bring 
a few yawns of boredom as the story wears on . ..and on. The episodes are centered 
around Butterscotch, an amiable pig who comes from her home farm to Miss Naomi’s and 
there meets a new set of friends. Butterscotch, the horse Jeems, the rooster and his 
two children Booster and Brewster, and the other animals- get caught in the cherry tree, 
inaugurate a school of Wormalism etc. etc. Rather slow homey humor. Pictures by J. 


Swanson. (11/10) 
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Milne, A. A. Dutton 
WINNIE-THE-POOH AND EEYORE'S TAIL ea. $1.00 


WINNIE-THE-POOH AND THE BEES 





Under a series title of ?op up Pictuie Books, these are excerpts of the ori- 
ginals- with new features. There are board covers, plastic spiral bindings, slightly | 
shortened texts, and pop-ups by A. Schenk who has adapted from E. H. Shepard's drawings. 
Hide bound as we are, we don't think Winnie-the-Pooh can be really improved upon, but 
you can get nice perspectives on Owl's house, Eeyore's place and all the animals by 
holding the pop-up pages pop up to eye level. Toy book merchandise. (9/8) 














Sisson, Rosemary Anne Dutton 
THE ADVENTURES OF AMBROSE $2.50 


A mouse tale of the traditional English animal saga genre, about Ambrose and | 
his friend Simon who go from the country to London and find themselves inside Buckingham 
Palace. At Ambrose's Aunt Henrietta's, he and Simon gather crumbs in the royal nursery, 
see the King and Queen at tea, wonder if there will be any cheese for them when they get 
home etc. Astrid Walford's careful illustrations of the pot-bellied little mice who are 
completely unhumanized except for their thoughts and conversations- lend a certain beast 
world charm and parents may recall them as items familiar to their youth. Cozy.(Publ.) 


Deutsch, Babette & Harper 
Yarmolinsky, Avrahm TALES OF FARAWAY FOLK $2.25 


Half a dozen or so eastern European folk tales collected here in a volume 
handsomely illustrated by Irena Lorentowicz. From the Ukraine, the story of the hawk 
and the hen tells why a lost string of pearls keeps the chickens pecking at the dirt; he 
Cull is a Pinnish fairy tale about a smith who turned a witch's daughter into a mourning 
dove because she refused to be his bride; a horse legend is representative of the hard 
riding Osesete people of the Caucasus. -.Anthropological values. Retold with charm, a 


good gift book. (10/1) 


Lowrey, Jeanette Sebring Harper 
MR. HEFF AND MR. HO $2.00 


*There's a touch of fantasy to this charmingly humorous story of small town 
happenings - as original a story and as different from Margaret and The Bird ag they were 
from each other. Here's a writer we can count on...F. Flowerfield, naturalist, tells his 
story with dry yet gentle humor. He has moved to Odd Corners, and finds that his gear, 
with its nets and tricky suitcases, camera and so forth, frighten the townspeople. He 
makes friends with his boarding house keeper and her son Hawksie, and he and the railroad 
engineer (who happens also to be an organ grinder) become cronies. Floweryfield nicknames 
his friend Mr. Ho, and is in turn nicknamed Mr. Heff. And they talk endlessly of trains 
and music, butterflies and Mr. Ho's disappearing monkey. They go to ball game picnics. 
And when Jocko turns up it is Mr. Heff who realizes that he is running away from being 
leashed. The reader has a warm feeling around the heart when he decides to stay on in Odd 
Corners. A book for all the young in heart. Enchantingly illustrated by Peggy Bacon.(10/15) 


Kepes, Juliet | Houghton, Mifflin 
FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS $2.50 


*A delightful jungle episode in which five wily little monkeys with bad reputa- 
tions regain the favor of the other animals. Children will share their glee as Buzzo, 
Bibi, Binki, Bulu and Bali play tricks on Lion and Gnu and Elephant, are tricked by a 
banana-baited trap, and finally redeem themselves with their brave capture of Tiger the 








Terrible. No minor feature is the skilled technique of the author-artist. Her pictures @ 
are big, splashy and angular, the monkeys look as though made of electric charged pipe 
cleaners, and the overall effect epitomizes the humorous side of jungle life. Cloth and 
sturdily made to withstand a lot of handling. Surely popular. (Publ.) 
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Mariana Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
MISS FLORA McFLIMSEY'S BIRTHDAY $1.25 


Another little book with a small story for tiny people- about miniscule Miss 








Flora McFlimsey who went a-venturing on her birthday. But size doesn’t shut out a moral. 


At home in the doll house, Miss Flora feels neglected because her companions have for- 
gotten her birthday and so she packs up and goes to visit the Puffin birds in Puffin 
Land. But their chatter scares her and she returns to find a surprise party and to 


reach the conclusion that home and old friends are best. The author's miniature drawings 


of birds and dolls are in soft colors and their rounded contours carry much of the 
sentiment. Paper over board. Firm stitching. (9/3) 


Wood, Katharine McKay 
THE FRIENDLY TIGER $2.00 


A treatment of the perenial favorite zoo escape that's not outstanding, but 
fun and capitalizes smartly on the results of wish similarities between humans and 
tigers. Homer, a friendly tiger who wants to visit people just as they visit him, es- 
capes one day. People are frightened and flee. Homer doesn't question the reactions 
too deeply and in a mild disgust returns all by himself to his nice cave and waiting 
steak. So the town is happy and Homer decides never to leave the zoo again. Soft pen- 
cil drawings by the author. Cloth. (9/5) 


Book Elf Series Rand McNally 
Published paper over board; ea. 25¢ 


Bartlett, Floy L. & Pease, Josephine- THE BUSY BOOK- Riddles, guessing games 
and tiny picture stories, some that require the child's own invention, neatly packaged 
here. There are games to play on auto trips, picture puzzles, missing words, some of 
the old standbys like Simon Says, and suggestions for thingsto make. Helen Szepelak 
has drawn cute kids and clear puzzle plans. 


Briggs, Dorothy Bel)? - NOAH'S ARK- Sentimental, anachronistic rhymes about each 
of the animals as they come aboard the ark- ("The turkeys strutted in fine array, Glad 
it wasn't Thanksgiving Day.") and that make a lark of the trip. Even two of Santa's 
reindeer were there. Jot our pick. Pictures by Elizabeth Webbe are chubby. 





Browning, James- THE BUSY BULLDOZER- With the accent on bulldozing, a lively 
primer on the the mammoth machine that tells of the activities of Joe the bulldozer 
operator as he digs a cellar for a house, helps block off a rising river, lays ground 
for a new city post office. Colorful drawings by Dorothy Grider. 


Edsall, Marian- QUR AUTO TRIP- A repeat on Dorothy Grider's colorful drawings- 
of mid-western countryside- helps tell about an exciting overnight journey in 4 car. 
Bill and Sandy have a wonderful time- a picnic lunch at noon, dinner in a restaurant, 
sleeping in a motel- on a surprise trip to Grandma's and Grandpa's. 


Munn, Ian- THE LITTLE MAILMAN OF BAYBERRY LANE- Sticky sentiment about the 
animals who live in Bayberry Lane and in particular about lonely Mrs. Pig who never got 
any letters, and the little mailman (a chipmunk), who takes it upon himself to write 
anonymous letters to all the other animals inviting them to a surprise party at Mrs. 
Pig's. This time (see above) Elizabeth Webbe's animals are cuddly. 


Reese, John Westminster 
THE SHOUTING DUKE $2.00 


Fairy tale nonsense about knight errantry and the Middle Ages and the fabulous 
deeds of a Duke- full of the kind of symbol and analogy that James Thurber has used far 
more successfully. Duke Bellow of the Duchy of Bellow is called the Shouting Duke be- 
cause of his loud voice. His Duchy is surrounded by six others- Mello, Sappo, Foppo, 
Chinno, Wizo and Krab. Throughout the nine parts of the book, Bello goes venturing, 
rescuing a lady in distress and marrying her, recovering lost dungeon keys, ranting 

















-600- Books to Read Aloud- continued September 15, 1952 
against the stupidity of his neighbors who think he should be more tyrannical. He and 
his companions make homey philosophical quips on such concepts as the transitoriness of 
kingship, crime end punishment, war, the practical things of life etc. There are some 
funny passages, and for people who like the genre, almost endless entertainment from the 
Duke's lengthy sallies. Richard Horowitz's drawings are brittle, with definite sparks of 


wit. A "9 to 90" book. (10/20) 





EASY READING 
Oxford 


Tudor, Tasha- Jllustrated by 
FIRST PRAYERS $1.50 


* A charming small book, one to give to a child to read now and perhaps to keep : 
and look at for many years, even when old and grey. Illustrated in tiny relief and soft | 
pastels are familiar prayers, evening solicitations and morning thanks, the Lord's Prayer, 
a verse from a New England sampler, old English and German praises, hymns- "Now the Day is 
Over", psalms- the twenty-third, and graces to say at meal times. Thoroughly pleasing. 

We hate even to be commercial about it, but watch it for gifts. (9/11) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 
) Doubleday 


Beatty, Hetty Burlingame o 
BRONTO $2.00 
An ordinary mystery western, notable rather for the author's handsome, sturdy 
woodcuts rather than the narrative. Young Bill comes to live on his aunt's ranch and the 
only horse for him to ride is spiritless Bronto, considered unworthy of being broken in 
by all the hands. Before Bill's faith in the erring horse is justified, he and Bronto 
discover a new mesa trail and make a rather spectacular capture of a marauder that leads 
to the recovery of foreman Lem's stolen prize cowpony. Dreams-of-glory appeal. (9/18) 





Dutton 


Lillie, Amy Morris 
EVERYBODY'S ISLAND $2.75 

Puerto Ricans, a N.Y.U. Professor's family and the city of New York are the 
vital elements described here by a writer who knows how to impart information without 
impeding her story. The five Lawrences move from Connecticut to Manhattan where Grannie 
Bogardus lives- in an old house with historical connections near St. Mark's in the 
Bouwerie. Near by live the Perez family, with six children. In time there is the Law- 
rence's and the Perez' mutual acquaintance- helped by the fun of doing things together 
and Grannie Bogardus' decision to repair the Perez house- hindered by eleven year old 
Avis' difficulty accepting foreigners and fifteen year old Alfredo's unfortunate exper- 
tence with drug smugglers. And as complements to a warm story are trips to the tulip 
festival and the Dutch Klompen Folk Dances, the Cloisters, and Grannie's stories about 
the city when she was a girl along with much of its Dutch history. Fine regional read- 
ing. Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (Publ.) 


McSwigan, Marie Dutton 
THE NEWS IS GOOD $2.75 


Binnie of Binnie Latches On (1950- p. 559) and her family have moved to fashion- 
able Oakwood Park. Binnie seems well set in her love of writing and journalism, and there 
is no doubt she writes well, but life in a new suburb has its concurrent problems. Her 
days seem absorbing for the in-between grammar and highschool age as she struggles through | 
being a new girl in the seventh grade. She's temporarily denied the privilege of working 
on the school paper, but regenerates her own home paper, Horne Pipes, 18 given the oppor- 
tunity to report the town's International Christmas Fair for her father's newspaper, and 
then tops that off by doing some smart fund raising for a South Dakota Indian school. Miss 
McSwigan handles the problems of young talent seeking an outlet with humor and insight, 
the while keeping her eye well cocked at the rest of the Hornes and the community. Draw- 
ings by Jill Elgin, fine for the book, are like Norman Rockwell's. (Publ.) 
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Lawrence, Mildred Harcourt, Brace 
CRISSY AT THE WHEEL $2.50 


A cheerful family story with distinctive period appeal, about the Binghams 
of Granite City, Michigan, back in the days of the incipient auto industry. Eleven year 
old Cassandra Bingham's father is in the carriage business. Mr. Wellfleet, his financier, 
allows him to build some horseless ones- only if he can sell them at the end of a year- 
and so Crissy and Jed Haley, her father's assistant, pitch in heartily, disregard 
squelchings from huffy, doubting aunt Henrietta, with the result that the cars are built 
and sold. Also, there are happy family times, excursions, Christmas, Halloween and the 
like. Tallie and Peachtree Island have already established Mildred Lawrence's ability. 
Marvin Bileck's commendable drawings have the wiry gay-nineties quality. (9/11) 


Brooks, Walter R. Knopf 
FREDDY THE PILOT $3.00 


"Ha, ha, ha!! Ha!", one always chuckles at Walter Brooks’ vigorous pig. This 
time acquisitive Mr. Condiment, in connection with a certain lovely bareback rider in 
Mr. Boomschmitt's circus, has come to plague Freddy and his animal friends. Desirous 
of owning Mademoiselle Rose- if not by affection, by force- Condiment presses charges 
against the circus of threat to the populace and actually starts bombarding performances 
by plane. Freddy turns pilot and with the help of Mrs. Wiggins the cow, captures Condi- 
ment. Lots of fun for this age and younger. Sprightly illustrations by Kurt Wiese. (10/20) 


Coombs, Charles Lantern 
YOUNG READERS SPORTS TREASURE $2.50 


An average addition to the Young Readers Bookshelf geries, of the kind of . 
stories boys like to read and compare with their own experiences. Besides football and 
baseball, there are stories about tennis, basketball, track, ice skating and skiiing- all 
stressing the value of fair play. Denny, a whiz with a raquet but a lazy player, learns 
the virtue of really playing to win- as does racked minded Tod, who goes through a morose 
period of losing all “heart” and team spirit. And during an ice skating race, a frantic 
Jimmy rescues a dog from drowning. And so forth. Drawings by Charles Geer. (9/24) 


Association for Childhood Education Macmillan 
TOLD UNDER SPACIOUS SKIES $3.00 


The seventh of the “Umbrella Book” anthologies selected by the Association, 
this presents a valuable and animated collection of contemporary American regional 
stories from well known juvenile writers. Lois Lenski has written 4 tone-setting intro- 
duction about honestyand realism in children's literature and is represented herself in 
the book with a story about the Tennessee-Arkansas countryside. Elizabeth Coatsworth, 
Cornelia Meigs, Ruth Holberg, Frances Cavanah,Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Marguerite Henry 
are but a few of the others. Fine for home or school and to read aloud too. Handsomely 
illustrated by William Moyers. (10/21) 


Wilson, Leon Watts 
| THIS BOY CODY AND HIS FRIENDS $2.50 


*The vigour and fun of mountain life are quite marvelously recreated in this 
year of the life of a Tennessee Cumberlands boy- Cody Capshaw hero of 7/his Boy Cody 
Blond fifth grader Cody lives with his mother and father and sister Omalia on their farm. 
But he's blessed too with an uncle Jeff who lives down the road and, among other things, 
makes fiddles. Uncle Jeff teaches Cody how to make and play his own fiddle and for a 
year- until the Old Time Fiddler's Contest at Liberty Grove- Cody can hardly wait to 
finish his daily chores before rushing over for fiddling sessions at his uncle's. With 
dialogue written so you can almost hear voice intonations- here's a story that captures 
the feel of mountain life- the farming, the ladies' sewing bees, school in winter, and 
its music- as well as Cody's thrill as he comes away from the contest with honorable 
mention. Ursula Koering's drawings are full of zest and personality. (10/7) 
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Burt, Olive Holt 
PETER TURNS SHEEPMAN $2.50 


By an author with a good western and vocational background (see The Oak’s Long © 
Shadow = 1952, p. 559) a narrative of a boy's learning adventures on his uncle's Utah 
sheep ranch. Peter's shepherding jaunts with Mack, one of the hands, provide for air- 
ing information on life cycles, care in winter, marketing and rounding up. Later when 
Peter has returned to the city, Uncle Jim takes him to see the actual marketing, shear- 
ing and shipping processes. Fine for the classroom library. Illustrated with photo- 


graphs. (9/29) 


Zarchy, Harry | Knopf 
LET'S GO .BOATING $3.50 


Mr. Zarchy writes reliable "how to” books in a style full of the excitement 
of the actual deed, guaranteed to maintain interest and to create it anew. The elements 
of boating keep up his good record. After a convincing introduction about the fun and 
opportunities of rowing or sailing or motoring come chapters on rowing and rowboats, 
cenoeing and canoes, sailing, and outboard motors. There are accompanying descriptions 
of the boats too, as well as material on boating etiquette, repairs, safety and knots. 
Bibliography and index complete the list and with the author's illustrations to top it 
off, we'd recommend this to anyone anywhere. (10/20) 


Hutton, Clarke Watts 
A PICTURE HISTORY OF FRANCE $3.00 


*A lively elementary history of France with colored pictures on every page well 
designed with reference to the text and in their own composition. Mr. Hutton starts 
with the cave painting of the bull from primitive times and ends with a sweep of contem- 
porary French life. He touches on historical periods and happenings, including in his 
short paragraphs material on the artistic and cultural life of the people and their re- © 
gions, and pausing occasionally to highlight a particular event- the life at the court 
of the. Sun King, the massacre of the Huguenots in 1572 that ushered in the reign of 
Henry of Navarre, or the underground resistance during Nazi occupation. The pictures 
themselves, accurate to detail, have the flavour of the country and tell much of the 
story. Excellent for school or home libraries or Christmas presents. Mr. Hutton should 
have more countries up his sleeve. (10/15) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Woody, Regina Ariel-Pellegrini & Cudahy 
BALLET IN THE BARN $3.00 


Another ballet story, this time a satisfying book of summer dancing camp and 
the school year om Martha's Vineyard. Janet Sherwood has been studying ballet in New 
York when her doctor father has to move to the country to continue his practice. Janet 
finds the local dancing school and the camp, working towards performances - "Peter and 
the Wolf" and an original dance - making new friends- seeing such famous visitors as Ger- 
trude Lippincott and Pearl Primus- and discovering that modern dance is as exciting a 
medium as ballet- add up to rewarding experience. Once a well-known dancer herself, Re- 
gina Woody writes with enthusiasm and authority, and her twelve and thirteen year old 
girls come alive. Attractively and accurately illustrated by Arline K. Thomson. (9/5) 


Bechdolt, Jack Dutton 
RUNAWAY FROM RICHES $2.50 


This author has written some lively non-fiction and some tamer fiction, but 
here's a perfect example of a sleek slick- about a big city rich girl who turns down money 
for a chance to live and marry a poor law student. In spite of her upright values, the © 
things blond Phoebe experiences on her flashy trail from riches to rags are slightly fan- 
tastic. On the point of being shoved off to Italy, Phoebe misses her plane. With papa opt 
of town, she runs quickly to one of his stores, Slammaker's, to buy some clothes. A quar- 
rel with a sales girl, Nora Riley, leads to friendship with her family and her red-headed 
student brother. Phoebe acquires a job and an apartment of her own, suffers threats from a 
blackmailer etc. The finale is another airport scene: after a money misunderstanding 
Michael catches Phoebe in the nick of time. Watered down sensationalism. (Publ. ) 
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Beim, Lorraine and Jerrold Harcourt, Brace 
SUNSHINE AND SHADOW $2.50 


A heartwarming sequel to Triumph Clear which takes the young polio stricken 
Marsh Evans, through her first year at Southwestern University after her treatment at 
the Warm Springs Foundation. There's poignancy in Marsh's desire to exert herself be- 
yond the level of even the normally healthy person, in the theatre world of the Uni- 
versity. Liking anything at all about theatre, Marsh finds acting the most challenging. 
She plays Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Then in the graduation play she has a part that 
soon begins to prove too strenuous. It takes the sympathy and understanding of Andy, a 
boy from home who visits Arizona for his architecture firm, to teach her she is doing 
too much and to redirect her energies to design and direction, less glamourous perhaps, 
but which a more mature Marsh can now realize she likes as well. (9/11) 


Meader, Stephen Harcourt, Brace 
THE FISH HAWK'S NEST $2.50 


Regional period fiction- a mystery about farmers and smugglers on the Jersey 
Coast and Cape May in 1820. It is an osprey's nest- one of the many on the raised 
platforms put up by farmer's to solicit the helpful bird's residence, that marks a 
clue for young Andy Corson's trail to the capture of a local thief in league with liquor 
and jewel runners. A trip to Philadelphia, Andy's own captivity, murder and a schism in 
the smugglers' own ranks- make some solid adventure. Established writer. Clear draw- 
ings by Edward Shenton. (9/11) 


Beers, Lorna Harper 
THE BOOK OF HUGH FLOWER $2.50 


*Accurate historical background and solid adventure combined in an absorbing 
tale of a young fifteenth century English journeyman stone mason. It is 1410 when Hugh 
has finished his apprenticeship and comes to Lynn to find work with Master Lynde of St. 
Nicholas lodge. As he makes friends with his fellow masons and settles down to work, 
the atmosphere of the sea town, the stone cutting, the seriousness of the masons thenm- 
selves, rings true in the narrative. The adventures that befall Hugh- the knavery of a 
boy who had gone through apprenticeship with him, another master mason's snobbery to- 
wards Hugh's low social’ position- pave the way towards the honor he receives from. carv- 
ing a beautiful church window and being made a master himself. Pictures by Eleanor 
Mill. (10/15) 


Meek, Col. S. P. | ; Knopf 
RIP: A Game Protector $3.00 


You know Col. Meek's stuff about as well as we do now and this proves no 
shirking in the line of duty towards an exciting, atmospheric story of a New York State 
game warden and his faithful pointer. Young Budge Outland and Rip tackle a gang of 
poachers. Tim Scrymer and his scroungy family appear no more thah spot pilferers but a 
bit of tracking uncovers things like housebreaking and arson. Climaxed by some daredevil 
auto chasing, near deaths, jail for the Scrymers and promotions for Budge and Rip. (10/20) 


Montgomery, Rutherford Little, Brown 
WAPITI THE ELK $2.50 


As a departure from Montgomery's former ranch life stories- here is a fine 
report on the life of an elk, written with the eye of a true naturalist and adorned with 
enough plot and authentic emotion to make it more than a scientific account. Wapiti is 
met at birth and within the first two days suffers attack from a bear and a bobcat. 

The world of northern pines and meadows takes on color and life as Wapiti spends his 
first summer with the herd, tenderly nurses new antlers, is in captivity for a winter 
with a local hunter and nearly starves, fights disastrously with another bull and final- 
ly, in his third year is prepared to roar challenge to the world and lead his own band. 
Compare this with Walt Disney's recent movie about the elk for market appeal. (9/22) 











~604 - Twelve to Fifteen-— Fictton- continued September 15, 1952 


Macrae-Smith 


Emery, Anne 
SCARLET ROYAL $2.50 





Handsome drawings by Manning de V. Lee give an added dash to this better than 
average girl-boy-horse story, set on a farm near Chicago. After Mr. Macintyre's death, 
Margo, her mother and two younger sisters, decide to open a riding academy in order to 
offset expenses. With diligence and a little outside help, they make a success of it. 
Trouble comes when Margo's beloved Scarlet Royal, a skittish but loyal mare, is 691d to 
the family of spoiled Genevra, who wants to be able to manage the horse herself. Neil, 
from Wyoming, and a student at Northwestern, comes to board with the Macintyres when 
they advertise for farm help. When spiteful Genevra refuses to resell Scarlet Royal to 
Margo, Neil, whose identity is unknown to Genevra is able to buy the horse after a tell- 
ing riding exhibit, and all ends well. For the vast horse story market. (10/7) (J.L.G.) 


Oxford 


Burgwyn, Mebane Holoman 
PENNY ROSE $3 .00 
Mrs. Burgwyn has written two good books for younger readers (Lucky Mischief 
and River Treasure) but this one of a Virginia girl and her struggles for her inheritance 
and emotional happiness, is a little on the sentimental side. For Penny Rose Wilder, 
daughter of a hard working and intelligent farmer, the best thing that could happen would 
be to have young Dr. Jeffrey Graham, heir of the rich neighboring Windsor estate, fall in 
love with her. But she must go through hard work on her own farm after her father's acci- 
dental death- fall in love with another neighbor Dan Stevens, who helps her through diffi- 
culties- and discover the mystery behind the long pondered financial rivalries between 
Windsors and Wilders (they started when Penny's father refused to marry Jeff's mother ) 
before ona) look Jeff straight in the eye and say no to his belated offer. Too much 
F.F.V. (9/11 


Carse, Robert | Scribner rd 
GREAT VENTURE $2.50 





1700 and the ill-fated attempt of the Scots to settle New Caledonia are back- 
ground for atmospheric adventure by 4 writer who is a Scot himself. Sixteen year old 
Ewen Laird Laikie goes with his uncle James Forqhuor on an expedition of the Company of 
Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies, to the Caribbean. There, at tropical, teeming 
New Caledonia, Ewen makes friends with an Indian boy Ibico, but after attempted settlement, 
is s&d witness to the Spanish siege and capture of their land. The Scots are allowed to 
leave on the Comet, but it sinks. Ewen and Ibico escape and head for a new life of trading 
on St. Christopher Island. The drawings by Christine Price have strength and the glow of 
both Scottish and Caribbean environs. (9/22) 


Bishop, Curtis Steck 
FOOTBALL FEVER $2.00 


Cliquish Belmont College falls under the spell of four scholarship players and 
the enthusiastic backing of a Texas oil magnate- and turns over a new leaf. Big Tom Bald- 
ridge, disillusioned with his football captain son's love of fraternities and gaiety, is 
glad of the chance to subsidize the educations of hard working Jimmy, Chet, Bill and Skipper. 
Tom Jr's. girl friend Pat is a convert too. She becomes college cheer leader and helps, 
through stirring spirit and promoting liberalism in the fraternities and sororities- and 
there's excitement when Tom, as captain, must decide whether or not to send the four pro- 
teges in to win the Princeton game. He does. Flashy fan material. (Publ.) 


Hughes, Rupert Winston 
WAR OF THE MAYAN KING $1.50 @ 


* A traditional adventure plot serves fine purpose here for some colorfully de- 
tailed episodes of twelfth century Mayan life. Ulil is a boy whose uncle Ah Tunal, saw 
the invasion of Chichen Itza by Kukulcan or Quetzalcoatl, and the Toltecs in his own youth. 
One day Ulil kills a jaguar and is saved from death by wounds by the foresight of Ix Xail, 
sister of Chaka, his most serious rival at pok-ol-pok (a strenuous Mayan ball game)- and 
then works with his uncle while recovering. Tunal has the hateful task of carving frescoes 
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of the Toltec conquest; Ulil sculpts a jaguar. Later, Ulil's team wins the Chichen Itza 
pok-ol-pok championship. There are visiting games to other cities- but tension grows as 
Kukulcan commissions a statue of himself to remind the people of his rule while he is 
mysteriously away, and as Ix Xail is chosen for sacrifice to the rain god Yum Chac. A 
drought-ending downpour saves the girl's life and Kukulcan, according to legend, dis- 
appears, thus leaving the reader with the impression that evil Toltec will fade. Mr. 
Hughes has made a credible story from his interpretation of Yucatan history- and his 
rendition of Mayan emotions; for example their attitude of acceptance and reverence 
towards sacrifice is good. So are action and detail in Edward J. Smith's drawings of 
tassel-topped Indians. Good melodrama. (10/13) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Goodwin, Hal Garden City 
THE REAL BOOK ABOUT SPACE TRAVEL $1.25 


* A lively, informative gathering of space knowledge, attractively illustrated 
by Clifford Geary, and with straight from the shoulder answers to a lot of puzzlers. 
What's the difference between a "space opera” and good science fiction? Where does space 
begin? How does a rocket work? What will be obstacles in life on a space station? Do we 
really know about life on Mars? In well organized material on the implications of space 
travel,- the nature of space, the moon and the other planets, laws of motions, escape 
velocity- are simplified to as near as possible answers in terms of what scientists 
know and can guess. Buy it! Good as indoctrination material for adults too. (9/2) 


Mattersdorf, Leo ; Lantern 
INSIGHT INTO ASTRONOMY $3.50 


A sound basic book for classroom or home reading. Diagrams and a few photo- 
graphs supplement a text that deals with the heavens and earth in the standard way. 
There are chapters on the sun, the moon, the earth and the planets near it, the big 
planets, the little ones, comets and meteors, stars, constellations, galaxies,eclipses 
and navigation- in which elementary facts are clearly outlined. For beginners. (Publ. ) 


de Leeuw, Adele Macmillan 
IT'S FUN TO COOK $2.75 


By an author of successfully selling novels for teen agers, here's a cook book- 
sensible and with a glamour and “wow the gang with the prowess" appeal that should prove 
popular. Along with a companionable and intimate introduction are the basic hints about 
measuring, methodical preparation and methodical cleaning up. In the chapters on differ- 
ent dishes, first things come first. Basic dishes are rice, white sauce, macaroni and 
cheese etc. Then come the hot chocolate and cinnamon, and pizza-from-English-Muffin af- 
fairs for entertaining the gang. Suggestions for sick people on bland diets- for picnics, 
vegetables, desserts (the pudding variety- no difficult pies and cakes) cookies and candy- 
buffets and whole simple meals are some of the other chapters. And always between recipes 
comes Miss de Leeuw's helpful voice-over-the-shoulder telling how the dish should look, 
when to use it, whom it will thrill, not to mention the occasional anecdote about her 
grandmother's or a best friend's cooking experience. Gushy as it sounds there ‘s a de- 
finite market for this kind of thing. The recipes are tasty and in good variety. Get in 
a supply of this volume if you don't want to lose out on a lot of customers. (10/21) 


Denman, Frank Macmillan 
THE LAW, IT'S ON YOUR SIDE $2.00 


Frank Denman has a good list of non-fiction books to his credit and his latest 
contains a clear elementary picture of our courts and legislative bodies at work. Shaky 
in his introductory chapters on the origins of law and lawmakers, in which there are hazy 
references to the balance between freedom and force and the gradual change from primi- 
tive rituals to inherited monarchy, the author begins to get a better grip on his sub- 
ject as he defines the patters of rule as they came to America from Athens and Europe. 
State legislature operations are sharply focussed when the reader himself is put into a 
representative seat; and there is excellent material on court sessions when the reader 
again is made a member of first the Grand and then Trial Juries, and taken through a 
case. Types of law are touched on briefly and there are final chapters on our prisons 
and their progression from mere incarcerating agencies to psychological advisers- with a 
convict's case history to illustrate. Fine for school and adult information too. (10/21) 
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Hylander, C. J. s ; Macmillan 
TREES AND TRAILS $3.00 
Hylander isn't new to the non-fiction field for this age group and his other 
books, Sea and Shore and Adventure with Reptiles: have been successes. This is a good © 


straight-forward working survey of North American forests and their trees and with its 
well outlined text and supply of photographs, it should stand well in the tree litera- 
ture library. Explanations of the life cycle of a tree, how species differ, and our 
different forest sections, the Southern, the Eastern, the Pacific- prepare the way for 
a@ more detailed regional breakdown. There are discuesions, by three different leaf. 
types- alternate and simple, alternate and compound and opposite, of many different 
kinds of trees in each of the large forest areas, both in their deepest parts and at 
their peripheries from roadsides to city streets. Fine for the one who wants to know, 
or to know more. It should make tree friends of its readers. Photographs. a| [53 


Matheson, Donald H. Roy 
SOMETHING NEW IN MODEL BOAT BUILDING $2.50 


Nothing really new here but it's a nice guide book with many different boats 
to build, and one to give to ten and eleven year olds too even though brief instruc- 
tions may take some explanations for’ the uninitiated. There's a first chapter on tools- 
saws, drills, planes, the workroom etc. A section on how to construct three types of 
hulls- cardboard, wood and tin, sets up an economical point of reference for the rest of 
the book where material on vessels from the simple catboat to a complicated galleon is 
shortened by reference to hull methods. Further models are an outrigger canoe, a ferry, 
a simple jet, an electric launch- and more. Bernard Richardson has drawn well detailed 
diagrams. (9/8) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton 
THUNDER ROAD $2.75 
Want to know the difference between a hot rod hoodlum and a really serious © 


speed guy? Find out in this- it's a slangy fast moving speedway story- full of the lore 
of the fast car world, and for what it is, well written. Young Pete Elliot of Los Angeles 
has a chance to travel with old timer Barney Spicer as his mechanic on a cross country 
racing tour that takes them to Indianapolis and the labor day race. Pete gets a chance to 
drive Barney's car after his crooked driver Rocky Revere, signs over to a rival. With his 
winning purse he can start a speed parts and machinery shop of his own. Good for the 
market. (Publ.) 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
READY OR NOT $2.50 


*The sixteenth year in the life of Morgan Connor, a poor girl of the New York 
Irish, receives realistic and many-sided treatment here in what almost amounts to another 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Morgan and her motherless family- subway driver father Dan, 
nine year old Ned and thirteen year old Julie- are aware of their own poverty, but happy 
and ready to make the best out of life. The year following their move to one of the East 
River developments sees the three childrens' growth at school and home, particularly 
Morgan's as she ponders about boys- sleazy Marty Banks who gives her a copy of Studs 
Lonigan, and then Tom, a Columbia student and local playground supervisor whom Ned be- 
friends and brings home to supper; about the teachers in school who want her to think 
about beauty in literature and not in life; about keeping up with her contemporaries and 
the foolishness of putting on airs; and about Ned and Julie and her thoughtful, almost 
poetic father. The Connors’ is not as easy life- there's tragedy in the death of a 
neighbor and the hopelessness of ever getting out of a rut- but the ending's bright: Tom 
and Morgan have their love, Ned and Julie are invited to summers in the country and Dan 
is more at peace. Not sordid in its plumbings but a warm narrative with laughter and © 
tears and a wide market. (11/10) 












Richard, James Robert Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
FIGHTING HALFBACK $2.50 


Football with a Korean war angle. Young Charlie Gale gets the works in a wash- 
out during his first semester at Tate University when a jealous rival has him expelled 
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under false pretenses. Charlie joins the air force and goes to Korea. At the front he 
befriends William Allen a boy who looks like him, and through their talks together 
learns courage. When Allen is killed Charlie decides to assume his identity to keep 

his sick uncle happy for his last days, and so returns to the states and Allen's former 
university- Jackson- as Allen. William had been a footballer and an unpopular one, at 
Jackson, and so Charlie sets about, successfully, regaining Allen's and his own lost 
glory. Far fetched, but a different twist to the old fifty yard line. (9/3) 


Ham, Tom Macmillan 
GIVE US THIS VALLEY $3.50 


A pioneering story that deals with George Washington Stonecypher and his new 
bride of 16, as they migrate from Pennsylvania to Georgia in 1837. Hardships- storms, 
difficult births, establishing farm and home in new country, and family feuding are 
well solved when the reader leaves the pleasant couple at peace in the land they strove 
so hard to reach. Live characters. (For full report see p. 572) (11/3) 


Hall, Marjory William Sloane 
A YEAR FROM NOW $2.75 


Average magazine fare- the interwoven chronicles of six girls and what they 
do with their first year out of college. Elements are vocational value-Betsy, Peggy 
Ann, Melissa, Alison, Leslie and Stepnanie have all graduated from an eastern school 
where they majored in home economics; first trials at living “alone"- there's the apart- 
ment three of them rent in Preston a city near home; and men. Leslie for example, 
wants to hit the top in dietetics and begins as a lab assistant in Preston. Peggy Ann, 
mooning after an unfaithful beau of twelve yeers’ standing, has her troubles as a 
flunky in the office of a lady newspaper columnist, but is dragged from the dumps by 
a heaven sent TV opportunity and a brand new fiance. Melissa the most sophisticated, 
has a handsome widower father with whom Alison fancies herself in love (til she meets 
the boy next door), goes to New York as a fashion designer and meets---- Ned. And so 
forth. Girl troubles with happy endings make this readable and sighable for aspirate 
teen agers. (11/10) Illustrated by Judith Draper. 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Randolph, Vance Columbia University Press 
WHO BLOWED UP THE CHURCHHOUSE? * $4.00 


Another book of Ozark folktales in the regional idiom, from the author of 
We Always Lie to Strangers. There's the halfwit.who chooses the penny instead of the 
dime so people will keep on asking him; there's a local Bluebeard etc., in a range from 
fantasy to local yarns of homespun wit and told deadpan as true stories. Bibliography 
and source notes. (For full report, see p. 594) (11/7) 


Rasmussen, A. Hd. Crowell 
SEA FEVER $3.00 


A deeply felt telling of life as a sailor during the closing years of the 
great era of sailing ships. Shipping out as a consumptive lad of fourteen, the author 
toughened into manhood and sailorhood in the face of experience with wastrel sailors, 
a would be murderer, and hazardous Baltic trips.’ Mutual feeling of ship and sailor 
will appeal to those who like adventure real and tough, yet with beauty. (For full 


report, see p. 588) (11/3) 


Lane, Ferdinand C. Doubleday 
THE STORY OF TREES $5.00 


A reliable assemblage of arboreal.lore by an author with a quick sense of 
the historical and social as well as the scientific and economic aspects of trees. 
Upwards of 28 well anecdoted sections progress from definition to global implications 
of wood science- pruning on the way, such topics as classification, history, world 
forests, unusual trees, social customs etc. (For full report see p. 58) ) 
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Leyson, Burr W. Dutton 
MORE MODERN WONDERS AND HOW THEY WORK $3.00 
Captain Leyson has written non-fiction, some good (Fighting Crime- 198, p. 
282) and some dull (wings Around the World- 1948, p. 25). These explanations of some of © 


our machines and how they work are pithy, but they seem to have gone completely ungram- 
matical. Information about guns- rifles, shotguns, revolvers; atomic powered submarines 
and atomic energy in general (there is a lot about the Columbia River plant); television; 
locks and locking devices; hydraulic transmission for cars; weather instruments and even 
the phonograph- is in good quantity. But split infinitives, dangling participles, am- 
biguous dependent clauses and generally lame sentences must be chewed before tasting the 
facts. Perhaps the gristly grammar won't daunt the interested. Photographs. (11/7) 


Jordan, E. L. & Others Hammond 
HAMMOND'S NATURE ATLAS OF AMERICA $7.50 
Material here covers some 320 paintings of rocks, trees, flowers, birds animals, 
reptiles, fishes, insects, with accompanying descriptive paragraphs, sectional maps, dis- 
tribution maps of temperature, rainfall, etc., tables of refuges, glossary and index. 
Quite a lot for 250 pages. {For full report see p. 596.) (Publ.) 


Baker, Rachel Messner 
SIGMUND FREUD $2.75 

*A fine biography, this serves as a well detailed account of Freud's work and 
theories, and a fair psychological study of the man, too. Beginning before Freud's birth, 
with a description of Amalia and Jacob Freud's weaver household in Freiburg and then with 
their child's boyhood, the Preuds' family relationships are delineated- for example, Sig- 
mund's deep love for his mother and his fear for a stern father. In this way, reaching 
into the man's own feelings and into those of others as he worked with them, the author 
joins statement with example to tell of the rest of his life:- hard student days in 
Vienna, first realizations that people were sick for no known physical cause, research 
with Charcot in Paris, return to Vienna and the transition from hypnotism to free associ- ©} 
ation that led to the development of the psychoanalytical method, his theories of dreams, 
sex, the ego and the id, his discouraging quarrel with Jung. There is some analysis of 
Freudian influence on art and literature. A calm, sensitive tribute and biography needed 
to make Freud as he was, human and understandable to younger readers. (10/7) 


Young, Percy M. Roy 


MUSIC MAKERS $2.50 


A series of twelve short but informative biographies of composers, mostly the 
German ones from the pre-romantic and romantic periods. Mr. Young has not kept to chrono- 
logy alone. Happily he includes some of the atmosphere of the times- a short description 
of Elgar's Worcester for example, or Mozart's Salzburg- and a little about why the par- 
ticular musician happened to write as he did in the extant political and cultural period. 
These more sophisticated historical and artistic references put this at the young adults 
level but brevity and a certain lightness in tone may appeal to younger readers. Line 
portraits by Ida Proctor are awkward but recognizable. (9/8) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Lewis, Howard Claude Exposition 
CHILDREN AND THEIR BOOKS $1.00 


Put this on school or library display shelves- it's a primer on the care and 
value of books- for in spite of its old fashioned approach, it may make an impression or 
two. Meticulously and with much finger pointing, advice is given on how to open a book 
properly by carefully pressing down small sections of pages- how to mark a page neatly 
and not with a pencil or a dog ear- how to take a book from its shelf by grasping it 
firmly at the back and not pulling at the top, etc. In the front matter and appendices, © 
Mr. Lewis gives freely of his thoughts on the value of reading, the worthlessness of 
trash. Old stuff, its pedantry won't interest a child, and teachers will find nothing 
new. Drawings by Jane Lewis Swensen are stilted. (9/12) 





